INSIDE THE FISH BOWL 

“Stockton, Kalifornia”

Prologue.
This is a partial list of people, “Fish”, “Inside the Fish Bowl”.

     Stockton, Ca. City Council:  Mayor “Ed Chavez”, (ex police chief), “Steve Bestolarides”, (spoke out at first), “Dan Chapman”, ( an arrogant and narcissistic man), “Leslie Martin”, (a black lady who does not represent the poor people), “Rebecca Nabors”, (same as “Leslie”, except will speak out once in a while), “Clem Lee”, (a Caucasian man whith the same attributes as “Dan”) and last but not least, “Susan Eggman”, (the latest to be elected promising the truth but has joined the “Fish Bowl”.

     San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors:  “Victor Mow”, chairman, (out-spoken); “Ken Vogel”, (?); “Steve Guitierrez” (another load talking, boisterous arrogant man that rattles on and on but goes along whith the “Fish Bowl”, while pretending to represent the “Latinos”;  “Larry Ruhstaller”, (who is/was a friend of mine, that owns a restaurant and was a city councilman) and “Leroy Ornellas”.  Now this one deserves a special heading.  Think of an ornery old grouchy, arrogant and narcissistic, (thinks that he knows everything) man.  (Think of Mr. Wilson).

     LAFCO:  (Laughable Arrogant Fiscal County Oafs).  [Definitions subject to change].  Starting whith, “Vic Mow”, chairman, (B. of Sup.), “G. Machado”, (?), the not so honorable “Chavez”, “Carry Haskin”, (nice guy from Lodi) and the (outstanding) “Larry Ruhstaller”,(involved whith everything),=past, present---  Now the list goes on, (proceeds), to the “San Joaquin County Council of Governors”, (COG)!  Most of which are mentioned above, all part of the idiots who make up the “Fish Bowl”.
Chapter 1:  The week of Sept. of 17th 07. 

Monday; Mel Corren, an elderly businessman , arranged  a meeting whith another man, Bob Hung, (who along whith myself), had appealed  a Stockton City Council decision to  build a so-called “housing project”, that would close streets and block future business boarding the access ramps to a highway. We met at a restaurant, (in that area), to discuss bringing Stockton out of the “horse and buggy” days.  Also invited were an architect, “Linda”, another man, (that is interested in local affairs), along whith an oriental woman, two men, (representing a construction firm), and my self.

Tuesday:  I attended a meting at the Council of the San Joaquin Valley, (COG), on the prospects of a “High Speed Rail System”.  For the fist time, the room was almost filled whith “common” people.  Many spoke in favor of a rail system including myself.  However, I talked about my many trips to Europe traveling from city to city and country to country and stressed the fact that not all trains were necessarily “high speed” and that we should concentrate on a rail system, period.

Thursday:  Early in the morning, I was invited, (by Linda, an architect), to attend a meeting of the “Comeback Club”.  Again, trying to improve “downtown” Stockton.  Now here is were the “pudding gets thick”.  There were about a half of dozen elderly people, not necessarily   in age, but in thought.  (I do not intend to offend anyone, but to tell it like “itiss”), especially two of the men.  One has become a friend of mine, however, notwithstanding that he is a very nice fellow, I had no idea that he was a major factor in the “poorly designed and operated”, (but very expensive) “bus service”.   The other man was an ex city council member who, (like his compatriot’s in Venice), is very self opinionated, and arrogant, which is part of the “Fish Bowl”. 

Thursday afternoon:  An “open house” was held at the “Cog” building on Measure “K”.  Okay folks, now we are really getting into the “Fish Bowl”!

The San Joaquin Council of Governments is composed of at least one person, usually the mayor of their respective city(s), in the County of San Joaquin, (pronounced in Espanol).  However, Stockton has several members from the Stockton City Council along whith members of the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors and “sleepy” supposedly representing the Port of Stkn.  Along whith other groups, including private/ public groups, including the small town newspaper, the “Record”, creates the “Fish Bowl” affect!  Measure “K”; was, is a scam perpetrated by the “Fish Bowl” to extend, (five years in advance of its termination), a 5% sales tax to “improve” transportation, for another thirty years!  Their idea of transportation is to widen the existing highways and provide “public transportation” by buying new busses, (that very few people use) whith just a small amount of funds to study/ create a “rail” system.  Their “program” is so arcade that they keep speeding huge amounts of money promoting their program(s).  Money, I might add, that should be used to improve road/ street conditions.  Hence was the “Open Door” meeting to indoctrinate and brainwash the public.

Fri. Morning: A special COG meeting to discuss Measure “K”.  Just like a “con” game, several “officials promote their “spiel”,(like a used car salesman or life insurance salesperson, or how about “how to become a millionaire?”) Also a gal who says, “I don’t need no stinking microphone”, “I will use my “Mommy” voice.  Yeh, how about a hired speaker from Apex Strategies, who quickly doubled talked about the prospects of the program.  The money paid to her, along whith, all of the large colour brochures, pamphlets, and leaflets, are not mentioned nor itemized in the budget report. Also, it is always interesting to me to notice how many people attend these meetings.  There were about 20 men, whith one female, that turned out to be the “speaker” at the table and about 25-30 people in the audience, (about 5-6 women), whith one asking questions that was from the WLV, to which Me thinks that they, (the men at the table), were oblivious to the fact  that she was representing the WLV’S.  (Women’s League of Voters)

The “Mad Hatter’s” un-productive yearly party:  Every year, the Stockton City Council, the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors and the S.J. “COG”, hold a meeting, in which, because they are so “nincompoops”, have to hire an outside referee.  After a day long meeting, they put on a “Mad TV” show based on the Alice in Wonderland movie, where everyone “dances” around and get shore hands and backs for patting each other on their backs!
