Water-lack
*

*This article came out the day after I posted this.  I have attended many meetings on water whith many of the "top" men in the field, both Sate and Fed., along whith educators.  Everyone give their little speech, than they leave the meeting and everything remains the same.  Meanwhile, There is less rain, less snowpack, loss of ground water, (allowing the inclusion of salt water), and a tremendous loss of water from the delta that is being shipped to Southern California.  “Woody Alspaugh”
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By Alex Breitler
Record Staff Writer

March 20, 2008 6:00 AM

SACRAMENTO - A lesser-known yet powerful state water board is preparing to wade in and help solve the Delta's problems.

But before it can get its socks off, the State Water Resources Control Board finds itself targeted by two environmental groups, which claim the board already has failed to protect the declining estuary.

While the state Department of Water Resources and federal Bureau of Reclamation are the agencies that get the most heat for sending billions of gallons of water each year to homes and farms as far away as San Diego, critics said the State Water Resources Control Board has allowed it all to happen while the Delta dies.

ON THE WEB

State Water Resources Control Board: www.swrcb.ca.gov
Two groups, the California Sportfishing Protection Alliance and California Water Impact Network, filed a petition Wednesday asking the board to flex its muscles and use its authority to reduce exports.

"You've essentially given up," Bill Jennings, the Stockton-based director of the fishing alliance, told the board at a workshop Wednesday. "Everybody comes to an endless series of workshops and says whatever they want to say, but there's no accountability."

Several agencies are crafting strategies and plans for the Delta, where fish species are crashing and much of the state's water supply is preserved by marginal levees. But the state water board's coming involvement might be significant because the board has broad power to grant water rights and protect water quality.

Officials with the water board said they're planning to do just that. The board in December passed a resolution outlining many of the same problems described by environmentalists.

"Just as there are multiple historic causes for the problems in the Delta, restoring it will take multiple actions, and we are already doing our part," board spokesman William Rukeyser said.

Specific strategies will be outlined in a work plan expected to go before the board by June.

"We do plan to take on full responsibility and be a full-time player in the future of the Delta," board member Frances Spivy-Weber said.

The environmentalists' petition says the board has failed to require other agencies to set mandatory flows on rivers to protect fish. The board also has a "duty" to reduce the amount of water that can be pumped from the Delta, according to the petition.

Contact reporter Alex Breitler at (209) 546-8295 or abreitler@recordnet.com.   [image: image5.jpg]VISIT HIS BLOG





*This gentleman, "Bill" is a friend of mine and even though he is a grandfather and likes to spend time whith the children, he still takes time out trying to improve the conditions of this corrupt "mud town".

 

Stockton
Delta water grab must be curtailed

Please allow me to chime in. The biggest threats to our beautiful, bountiful Delta are politicians, bureaucrats and water appropriators, i.e., greed and covetousness.

Time is a good thing; it heals all wounds. But greed and covetousness destroy all they touch.

An isolated conveyance or remote facility is a peripheral canal, which is designed to circumvent the Delta and slake the thirst of San Diego and Los Angeles. This is simply a water grab that must be curtailed.

The politicians and bureaucrats need to understand more-viable alternatives exist for the sustainable management of our state's water resources than the rape of San Joaquin County and the Delta.

The "water boys" should be working on a testing program like the governor of Illinois ordered to screen our state's waterways for pharmaceutical residuals; these trace amounts of medicines in our water threaten us all.

William Van Amber Fields
Morada

 *This is another "letter" that was printed by the "Record", of Stockton, Ca.  Notwithstanding that Lester Snow is concerned top man in the state water board; he is treated as a "no-body" by the local bunch of idiots who run the "paper"!  Woody Alspaugh.

Biggest threat to Delta: time

The editorial "Ditch the canal. Again" (Monday) fails to explain the enormity of the problem facing our Delta. If steps are not taken immediately to improve fisheries and other wildlife habitat, water quality, levees and water systems, we will be faced with an irreversible ecosystem collapse.

That's why Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, in coordination with the Legislature, last year created the Delta Vision Task Force, whose December report outlined several actions that could be taken now to protect the Delta. One such action is to rapidly pursue improvements to the water conveyance system in the Delta. Responsible and thoughtful planning must include an exploration of alternatives to current Delta conveyance.

Unlike in 1982, there is now consensus for a comprehensive water solution, with supporters from the environmental community, agriculture, business, labor, water agencies and local governments all calling for bold action.

The biggest enemy is time, and status quo in the Delta is simply unacceptable.

Lester Snow, director
Department of Water Resources
